UNU/IAS Post-Doctoral Fellowship Programme

Introduction 

In April 1996, the UN Secretary-General inaugurated the UNU/IAS as an in-house community of scholars mandated to research issues located at the intersection between societal and natural systems. Our programmatic structure is multidisciplinary and dynamic, and aimed at locating creative solutions to pressing global problems that arise at this intersection. The institute’s research has been guided by the challenge of eco-restructuring, which is the transformation, or shifting, of technological, economic, societal and life-style systems and practices towards a path of greater sustainability. As an advanced studies institute the UNU/IAS is, by virtue of its nature, forward looking, dynamic, and flexible. One of our key goals is greater equity between developing and developed countries.

In October 2000 the UNU/IAS added a Post-Doctoral Fellowship to its post-graduate education programme. This new programme serves as a complement to the Ph.D. Fellowship Programme that has already been established as one of the premier activities of the institute. Since its inception, 76 fellows from thirty-eight countries have passed through the Ph.D. Fellowship Programme. Of those completing the programme, twenty percent have been women, and developing country participants have outnumbered developed country participants by a ratio of three to one. 

The Post-Doctoral Fellowship Programme offers five fellowship positions each year for a period of ten months. The Fellowship Programme has four core aims: 

1. To provide young scholars at the post-doctoral level, particularly from developing countries, with an opportunity to experience the unique international academic environment of the UNU/IAS.

2. To provide these young scholars with an opportunity to participate in and contribute to the research activities of the UNU/IAS in regard to issues of pressing global importance.

3. To provide an opportunity for young scholars from developing countries to interact with the Japanese academic community and, in doing so, provide a conduit between the host country and developing country academia and also the host country and the UN system. 

4. To provide the UNU/IAS and its academic community with an opportunity to benefit from the diverse knowledge, background, and experience offered by high caliber young scholars from around the world.

The UNU/IAS focuses on exploring the key catalysts and drivers of sustainable development, many of which, depend upon our potential to harmonize, if not maximize, the interaction between societal and natural systems. This includes the development and use of new technologies, information, and biotechnology; major trends and pressures such as urbanization, regionalization and globalization; as well as the exploration of integrated approaches to policy-making, decision making, and environmental governance. Currently, the scope of the institute’s research activities is comprised and defined in relation to the following five issue areas: 

(i) Biodiversity, Biosafety and Sustainable Development 

(ii) Information Technology for the Environment

(iii) Ecosystems and Socio-Economic Impacts 

(iv) Urban Ecosystems

(v) Ecosystems and Multilateral Institutions

Responsibilities

Each fellow is expected to help strengthen the intellectual capacity of the UNU/IAS and enhance the spirit of the academic community.  

Under the supervision and general direction of the Programme/Project Manager, each fellow will work on specific research projects, or initiatives, and may be responsible for activities in one or more issue areas. Responsibilities may include: general research and writing activities, contributing to the development of research agendas, assisting in the definition of methodologies and advanced research approaches, assisting in the design and development of course materials, developing and managing scientific networks, organizing conferences and symposia, developing promotional materials, formulating funding proposals, preparation and presentation of research within the UNU/IAS community, preparation of possible in-house and external publications.

Eligibility 
Applicants must have completed a Ph.D. in an area broadly associated with the IAS thematic direction described above. Language proficiency in English is essential. 

Applicants from developing countries and women are particularly encouraged to apply.

Conditions

The period of the Post-Doctoral Fellowship is ten months. Fellows will be provided with their own desk within a dedicated study room in the UNU/IAS building, a networked PC, and full Internet access including an individual e-mail account. 

Fellows will have access to the UNU Centre Library, which includes an excellent collection of UN documents. They will have access to various Japanese university libraries and computer databases through the APUNR programme set up by the Japanese Ministry of Education. 

The fellowship provides for a monthly stipend of 280,000 Japanese yen, from which a monthly usage charge for accommodation is deducted (see below). Residing at the UNU/IAS guesthouse for the duration of the fellowship is a condition of the fellowship offer. A one-time only installment of 80,000 Japanese yen will be granted to each fellow at the commencement of the programme for adjustment expenses and incidental costs. 

Accommodation 

Post Doctoral Fellows will be accommodated in the UNU/IAS guesthouse that is located within the UNU/IAS building. Guesthouse apartments are fully furnished and include kitchen and bathroom facilities. Usage charges, including electricity and water, are as follows:


Single room apartment (for one person)
¥ 80,000 per month


Twin room apartment (for couples)

¥ 118,000 per month

Getting to Tokyo 

UNU/IAS provides fellows with return air tickets between their country of residence and Tokyo.   

Admission procedures

An application form must be completed. These are available upon request, through e-mail (phdfellowship@ias.unu.edu) or, alternatively, they may downloaded from the UNU/IAS homepage (http://www.ias.unu.edu).

In addition to the application form, the following documents must be submitted:
i. Two publication samples (if unavailable, please send two chapters from your dissertation) 

ii. Two original supporting letters of reference

iii. photocopies of academic transcripts

iv. Evidence of English language proficiency if Ph.D. was not submitted in English

Starting Dates and Application Deadlines
The Post-Doctoral Fellowship Programme begins in October 2001 and selected fellows are expected to be in Tokyo by this date. 

The closing date for applications is 30 June 2001 for fellowships beginning in Autumn (October) 2001. 
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UNU/IAS Postdoctoral Fellowship Application Form
Important: All applications must be received by mail or fax before 30 June 2001.   Applicants are encouraged to also send application forms electronically as an email attachment or input directly into the UNU/IAS web site (http://www.ias.unu.edu). These electronic applications represent a supplement to the hard copies that are either mailed or faxed to the UNU/IAS, they do not replace them. PRIVATE
All parts of this form must be completed in English. Uncompleted parts may result in the application being rejected. This form can also be viewed and printed from the UNU/IAS web site (http://www.ias.unu.edu) or obtained through e-mail from (phdfellowship@ias.unu.edu).



1.
Name: _________________  __________________________ Sex: ___          


First Name
 Middle Initials 

Last name

2. Date of Birth:                                         
     Age: ____________________

3. Place of Birth :                                               Nationality: __________________  
4.
Marital Status :                                               No. of Children :                        .  

If married, would your spouse accompany you to Tokyo if your application were successful? (Please note that no other dependants could be accommodated at UNU/IAS facilities.) 

5.a
Mailing address

PRIVATE
Home Tel:


Work Tel:

Fax:


E-mail:

5.b
Permanent address: 

6.
Institution/university from which you were obtained your Ph.D.: 

Department/faculty: 



University:



Country:

7. Month/year of completion of Ph.D. dissertation:

8. Ph.D. dissertation topic and name of supervisor(s).

9. Abstract of your Ph.D. thesis. Include details regarding your objectives, methodology, and contribution to your research field. (not to exceed 200 words)

10.
Educational Qualifications - most recent first  (Please provide transcripts)

PRIVATE 
  Institution/Country
 Years

Attended
 Major    Subjects
 Grades
 Title of Qualification
 Month/Year

Completed








11.
Honours, awards, fellowships, and membership of professional bodies:

12.
Employment/Professional History – most recent first

PRIVATE 
    Position
    Institution
               Year        .            
        Start  |    End 







13.
Previous training/research related visits to foreign countries:

PRIVATE 
    Country
Dates/

Duration
   Purpose
  Sponsor(s)






14. List of publications – most recent first. If space is not sufficient, additional sheet may be attached. Attach two significant publications. If these are not available, please attach two chapters of your Ph.D. dissertation.
15.
Under which UNU/IAS research theme are you applying for a post-doctoral position?

16. Provide a brief explanation of how your research would contribute to ongoing UNU/IAS projects.
17. Explain your reasons for applying for a UNU/IAS postdoctoral fellowship award:

18. Provide details of the value, duration, and conditions of any other fellowships or salary that you would receive from other institutions during the duration of the UNU/IAS post-doctoral fellowship?

19.
Have you applied for this fellowship previously?  If so, when?

21. References: Two original letters of reference are required, preferably from your Ph.D. supervisor and current employer (if applicable). Both references should be sent separately, by the referees, and should be received by the UNU/IAS before the application deadline. References should be addressed to the “Post-doctoral Fellowship Committee.”
Please provide the contact details for your two referees.

Name:
Name:

Address:
Address:



Telephone:
Telephone:

Fax:
Fax:

Email:
Email:

22. Are you available to begin the fellowship in October? 
23. If your dissertation will not be submitted in English, please include evidence of your English language proficiency. (e.g. relevant certificates/grades) 
24. How did you hear about this fellowship programme? (Place a “yes” after appropriate response)
1. UNU/IAS WebPage

2. Magazine “Nature”

3. Friend/Colleagues

4. UNU/IAS Alumni Network 

5. Others (please indicate)

Note:   The following documents in English must be received by the UNU/IAS by 30 June 2001. A failure to include these documents will render your application invalid. Additional relevant material may also be included.

v. Two publication samples (if unavailable, please send two chapters from your dissertation) 

vi. Two original supporting letters of reference

vii. Photocopies of academic transcripts

viii. Evidence of English language proficiency if Ph.D. was not submitted in English

Declaration: I hereby certify that the information given above is complete and accurate in every respect, and I understand that misrepresentation of any aspect of this application may be cause for denial or revocation of the fellowship. 

______________________________


_____________________
 
Signature of applicant





Date  

Completed form and other required documents should reach the following address on or before 30 June 2001. Applicants are encouraged, in addition to the mailed or faxed hard copy, to also submit application electronically via the internet or as an email attachment (phdfellowship@ias.unu.edu)
Secretary, Postdoctoral Fellowship Committee 
United Nations University / Institute of Advanced Studies
5-53-67 Jingumae, Shibuya-Ku
Tokyo 150-8304, Japan 

Telephone 81-3-5467 2323 

Fax 81-3-5467 2324
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